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66 Capt. Balfour, Sextant Observations of Donates Comet . 

Observed Observed Barometer Temp. Local Sidereal 

Date. Object. Azimuths. Altitudes. cor. to 32. Air. Time. 




0 

/ 

u 

O 

/ 

g 

Inches. 

Fahr. 

0 

/ 

M 

Oct. 13 

Comet 

85 

1 5 

53 ‘ 5 o 

15 

12 

59 * 39*1 



20 

4 i 

30*00 



86 

5 2 

17*67 

13 

*9 

56*44 



20 

5 i 

42*50 



89 

4 1 

59*97 

9 

48 

37*28 

*29*920 

59 -s 

21 

9 

2 5*35 


Antares 

IOO 

42 

17*60 

30 

5 2 

25*63 



21 

0 

37*50 



IO3 

33 

46*42 

26 

39 

5 * 19 ^ 



21 

22 

31*00 


Comet 

86 

10 

58-40 

J 9 

39 

36*70"" 



20 

39 

59*90 


Antares 

89 

3 ° 

4 ' 5 2 

3 2 

39 

57*00 



21 

5 1 

25*40 


Comet 

92 

3 

43-60 

12 

19 

54*05 

*29*952 

57*6 

21 

17 

57*00 


Antares 

108 

2 

21*40 

20 

37 

52*66., 



21 

56 

53*60 


Observatory longitude 145 0 E., latitude 37 0 46' 50". 


“ Astronomical Observatory , Williamstown , 
“ Victoria , Oct. 16, 1858.” 


Sextant Observations of Donates Comet taken on board Her 
Majesty*s Ship Siren . 

(Communicated to the Admiralty by Capt. G, M. Balfour, Commander .) 


Date. 

1858. 

Oct. 7 

Lat. 

S. 

0 / 

*5 7 

Long. 

W. 

0 / 

33 44 

Ship’s 

Compass M.T. 

Bearings. • nearly. 

P.M. 

h m s 

N.W. by W. 735 0 

Remarks. 

Apparent Altitude 2°45'. Was 
first seen at an altitude 
about io° 1' at 7 h 15™ p.m. 
About the same size as a 
star of the 2d magnitude, 
with a tail wh ich subtended 
an angle of about 5 0 , 

8 

16 28 

34 31 

W.N.W. 6.44 0 

App. Dist. from Moon’s N. L. 
29 0 45'. 


... 

... 

7 5 33 

App. Dist. from Vega 57 0 31'. 


... 

... 

7 5 33 

App. Altitude 5 0 4'35". Dis¬ 
tance from Vega 57 0 44'. 

9 

... 

... 

... 

Heavy rain. Stars obscured. 

10 

19 6 

35 3 i 

W.byN.j-N. 7 to 8 

Apparently about the same 
size as a star of 1st mag¬ 
nitude. Length of tail 
about io°. 

11 

19 32 

37 0 

W. by N. 7 11 0 

App. Alt. 13 0 . 


... 

•• 

7 16 0 

App. Dist. of Moon’s N. L. 
33 0 10'. 


... 

... 

... 

App. Dist. of Vega 58° 18'. 


... 

... 

7 21 0 

App. Dist. of Altair 65° 32'. 


... 

*** 

7 23 0 

App. Alt. io°i5'. SetW.^N. 
at about 8 h 9™ p.m. 


Royal Observatory , Greenwich , 1858, .Dec. 9. 
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Errata in the Logarithms of Taylor , S?c. 67 


There was exhibited at the Meeting a drawing of Donates 
Comet, as it appeared early in October when viewed from the 
Dockyard in Simon’s Day, at the Cape of Good Hope. It was 
executed by Miss Caroline Drew, daughter of Captain Drew, 
R.N., and was communicated to the Society by Admiral Smyth. 


Captain Washington, Her Majesty’s Hydrographer, writing 
to Admiral Smyth, states^that Donati’s Comet was first seen at 

Rio de Janeiro .. Oct. j 
Buenos Ayres .. ' 7 

Loando (W. Africa) 7 

Cape of Good Hope 11 


Errata in the Logarithms of Taylor , Shortrede , Babbage > 
Hielsse , and Filipowski. 

M. Houel, in a letter dated Thaon, near Caen, in Normandy, 
thus writes to Admiral Manners, the Foreign Secretary: — 

“ I am engaged at present in revising the part of Callet’s 
Tables which contains the logarithmic sines and tangents to 
every second of arc for the 5th degree. Besides a very great 
number of errata, which a simple collation with Taylor’s Ta¬ 
bles lias brought to light,, I have met with some which are due 
to Taylor himself, and haye been subsequently reproduced by 
Shortrede. 

“By the aid of the Trigonometria Britannica,Ihewe obtained 
the following corrections : — 

o / a 

Leg sin 4 18 53 .... 8*8764197 

4 4 49 .... 8*8522000 

4 22 32 .... 8*8824884 

“ Taylor and Shortrede give these logarithms with a unit less 
in the last figure. 

“ The following are also some errata which I have re^ 
marked in Babbage’s Tables and the Antilogarithmic Table of 
Filipowski: — 

Babbage. 

Last page {Constants). 

For Read 

Rad. reduced to minutes, Compl. of Log 7*463 6*463 

Sidereal Day .. .. .. *99726967 * 997 2 ^957 . 

(This last erratum is also to be found in the Sammlung Ma - 
thematischer Tafeln of Dr. Hiilsse, Leipsic, 1849.) 

Filipowski. 

For Read 

Page 10, Number to Log *04207 1617 1717 


/ 
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